
Once again, the  Friends of the Library and  the 

community  were  successful in donating over one 

thousand books to the Salvation Army for their 

Christmas Gift Baskets. Each child in the family 

from newborn to teens received two new books. The 

families were very appreciative of the selection of 

books for their children.   

The Friends of the Library sorted the books into age 

appropriate categories and wrapped them in ribbon. 

We are very thankful to those of you who helped sort 

and wrap or donated books and money to purchase 

books. A special nod of appreciation goes to Patty 

Lance as she rounded up 36 volunteers to help with 

this very successful project to  help build a reading 

community.   

Thanks  Alpena! 
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Annual FOL Christmas Party and Blizzard of Books 

On December 4th, the Friends of 

the Library (FOL) Board of 

Directors and the Library Board 

of Trustees enjoyed a great feast 

and festivities at the Alpena 

Sanctuary  Inn. This annual event 

allows for the FOL to gather and 

add to the drive for the Blizzard 

of Books. Thanks once again to 

Jenny Valley, who planned and 

made arrangements. It was great 

fun for everyone. 
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Book Review 
The Boys in the Boat: Nine 

Americans and Their Epic 

Quest for Gold at the 1936 

Berlin Olympics 

By Daniel James Brown (A 

Goodreads Review) 

Daniel James Brown’s robust 

book tells the story of the 

University of Washington’s 

1936 eight-oar crew and their 

epic quest for an Olympic gold 

medal, a team that transformed 

the sport and grabbed the 

attention of millions of 

Americans. The sons of 

loggers, shipyard workers, and 

farmers, the boys defeated elite 

rivals first from eastern and 

British universities and finally 

the German crew rowing for 

Adolf Hitler in the Olympic 

games in Berlin, 1936. 

The emotional heart of the 

story lies with one rower, Joe 

Rantz, a teenager without 

family or prospects, who rows 

not for glory, but to regain his 

shattered self-regard and to 

find a place he can call home. 

The crew is assembled  by an 

enigmatic coach and mentored 

by a visionary, eccentric 

British boat builder, but it is 

their trust in each other that 

makes them a victorious team. 

They remind the country of 

what can be done when 

everyone quite literally pulls 

together—a perfect melding 

of commitment, determination 

and optimism. Drawing on the 

boys’ own diaries and 

journals, their photos and 

memories of a once-in-a-

lifetime shared dream, The 

Boys in the Boat is an 

irresistible story about beating 

the odds and finding hope in 

the most desperate of times—

the improbable, intimate story 
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Friends of the Library 

Board Members 

President:  Bonnie Altman 

Vice President: Kim Krajniak 

Secretary: Sue Sexton 

Treasurer: Shelly Cornish 

Newsletter Editor: Josie Cox 

Carol Boyd ,Mary Charoths, 

MaryAnn Crawford ,Melissa  

Fournier, Bradley Imhoff , 

Arielle Jasmin ,Patty Lance , 

Judy Reimann ,Sue Sexton , 

Jere Standen,Larry Taylor ,  

Paige Trisko 

 

 

of nine working-class boys 

from the American west who, 

in the depths of the Great 

Depression, showed the world 

what true grit really meant. It 

will appeal to readers of Erik 

Larson, Timothy Egan, James 

Bradley + David Halberstam's 

The Amateurs. 

 

The December Christmas Party 

meant that Ken Dully ended 

his second term as President of 

the Friends of the Library 

Board of Directors.  We will 

miss Ken and wish him well as 

he goes on to other things. 

Bonnie Altman will take over 

the task of President. Other 

FOL board members who have 

completed their terms of 

service are Joe Bastow, 

Gordon and Kaye 

Breckenridge, Lesslee Dort 

and Jenny Valley. 

The Board will miss all of 

those that served, and wish 

them the best as they go on 

assisting the community to 

grow. 

New members are : 

Mary Charoth,  Melissa 

Fourneir, Paige Trisko,   

MaryAnn Crawford, Arielle 

Jasmin and Bonnie Altman. 

Welcome  to our  board. ! 

Good-bye to Ken Dully and other FOL Board Members 

You can spend your 

whole life unhappy 

just waiting for a 

moment of some-

thing perfect.  

-Sarah Addison 
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Take or mail this form to the library with your check, payable to: 

Friends of the Alpena County  
George N. Fletcher Public Library 

211 North First Ave. 
Alpena, MI 49707 

Volunteer 

Opportunities 

___  Blizzard of Books 

___  Used Book Sale 

___   Receptions 

___   Gardening (library 

 flower beds) 

___   Serve on FOL board 

 

Dues:   Individual. . . . . .$10              Benefactor. . . . . . . $30 

               Family  . . . . . . . $20 Patron. . . . . . . . . .$100 

   (Dues are tax deductible) 

Name_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Street____________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip_____________________________________________________ 

 

Phone__________________     Email___________________________________ 

 

Join the Friends of the Library! 

Friends of Library 2015 Membership Drive 

The Friends of Library (FOL) 

support the Library and its goal 

of Building a Reading 

Community. Whenever there is a 

program that celebrates the 

jewel in the Alpena crown, you 

can find members of the Friends 

pitching in and having fun 

sharing the love of reading. 

The FOL has been behind the 

scene providing support to help 

Alpena County George N. 

Fletcher Public Library with extra 

money and support for 

important events. If you would like to 

help the Alpena Library provide first rate 

information and events, we would love 

your support.  

The Friends of the Library board meets 

the first Wednesday of every month at 

4:30, and you are invited to attend. If 

you have special talents or would like to 

help out with one of our many activities 

such as helping with the library gardens, 

providing baked goods for a special 

event or working at the used book sale 

we would welcome your participation!  

 

Your membership is important to us.  

Please join or renew your annual 

membership today.  Membership 

dues are tax deductible.  Fill out and 

return the form below. This  year, to 

show our appreciation of 

membership, you will have  a chance 

to use a ticket towards a fine up to 

$5.00 once. Ticket needs to be 

present in order to be valid.  

Remember membership is tax 

deductible.   
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BLIZZARD OF BOOKS: Friends of the Library wrapping books and the display of books at 

the Salvation Army Christmas gift basket distribution held at the old Alpena Staples store. 


